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Affected Prov�nces and General S�tuat�on of the Earthquake

Earthquakes w�th magn�tudes of 7.7 and 7.6 centered �n Kahramanmaraş on February
6, 2023, were felt not only �n Kahramanmaraş but also �n Adana, Adıyaman, D�yarbakır,
Elazığ, Hatay, Gaz�antep, K�l�s, Malatya, Osman�ye, and Şanlıurfa, caus�ng loss of tens
of thousands people and many more gett�ng �njured. Accord�ng to off�c�al f�gures, as of
March 13, 2023, 48,448 people have lost the�r l�ves, thousands have been �njured, and
m�ll�ons have been d�splaced. The earthquakes have caused a great deal of destruct�on
not only �n Turkey but also �n Syr�a.

In our country, wh�ch �s prone to earthquakes, the lack of coord�nat�on among relevant
un�ts �n the early days of the earthquake, wh�ch �s v�tal �n earthquake and d�saster
management, has caused the destruct�ve effects of the earthquake to �ncrease. The
fa�lure to send suff�c�ent search and rescue teams, heavy mach�nery, equ�pment, and
rel�ef mater�als to the earthquake-str�cken areas has �ncreased the loss of l�fe and
prevented earthquake v�ct�ms from access�ng bas�c needs, �nclud�ng shelter, for days.
After the earthquake, soc�al sol�dar�ty mechan�sms qu�ckly came �nto effect, and
act�v�t�es were carr�ed out to meet urgent and bas�c needs. Veh�cles and warehouses
loaded w�th rel�ef suppl�es belong�ng to var�ous c�v�l soc�ety organ�zat�ons,
profess�onal assoc�at�ons, women's groups and act�v�sts, pol�t�cal party
representat�ves, and volunteers were se�zed by the state. The act�v�t�es of coord�nat�on
centers establ�shed �n the earthquake-affected prov�nces were h�ndered, and a state
of emergency was declared �n ten c�t�es.

Dur�ng th�s cr�s�s atmosphere, our members and volunteers have part�c�pated �n rel�ef
efforts �n our prov�nces of D�yarbakır and Hatay, Maraş, Gaz�antep, Malatya, and
Adıyaman s�nce the second day of the earthquake. Teams cons�st�ng of 7-10 women
were sent to each prov�nce, and coord�nat�on of shelter and food, �dent�f�cat�on and
d�str�but�on of bas�c necess�t�es, and del�very of suppl�es to v�llages that were d�ff�cult
to reach were carr�ed out for 7-12 days. In add�t�on, women's tents were set up to
meet hyg�ene and care needs spec�f�c to women.



Through our feas�b�l�ty stud�es conducted �n add�t�on to �dent�fy�ng hous�ng problems
and bas�c needs, we observed that women, ch�ldren, and refugees have been
d�sproport�onately affected by the human r�ghts v�olat�ons that earthquake v�ct�ms have
faced. Weakened secur�ty mechan�sms dur�ng cr�s�s have led to var�ous human r�ghts
v�olat�ons, part�cularly the r�ght to l�fe.

Syr�an refugees, who are espec�ally subject to systemat�c d�scr�m�nat�on, have been
accused of cr�mes such as theft and loot�ng by soc�ety and the med�a, and have been
targeted and subjected to v�olence and torture. Also, the�r reluctance to speak Arab�c
has caused them to exper�ence both loss of l�fe �n rescue operat�ons and �nab�l�ty to
benef�t from shelter and a�d mater�als. Conduct�ng emergency a�d act�v�t�es, �nclud�ng
search and rescue only �n Turk�sh language has led to and cont�nues to lead to many
human r�ghts v�olat�ons for Kurds, Arabs, Assyr�ans, Armen�ans, and other commun�t�es
l�v�ng �n the reg�on. S�m�larly, �nd�v�duals w�th d�fferent bel�efs and sects have not been
able to benef�t equally from support and have exper�enced d�scr�m�nat�on, espec�ally �n
the d�str�but�on of tents and conta�ners.

Conduct�ng search and rescue  act�v�t�es s�multanous to debr�s removal act�v�t�es has
led to uncontrolled operat�ons caus�ng many casualt�es and the loss of phys�cal
�ntegr�ty of those who lost the�r l�ves. As a result of the end of debr�s removal act�v�t�es,
thousands of people who could not be �dent�f�ed have been bur�ed �n unmarked graves
and are st�ll m�ss�ng.

Th�s cr�s�s has not only affected human l�fe but also caused harm to an�mals and the
env�ronment. Desp�te warn�ngs from relevant experts, no precaut�ons were taken
aga�nst asbestos danger dur�ng the clean�ng process of debr�s, and the random
dump�ng of debr�s near water sources and �n random areas has become a s�tuat�on that
threatens both human and env�ronmental health. No search and rescue act�v�t�es were
carr�ed out for pets, l�vestock, and street an�mals, and the�r nutr�t�onal needs were
�gnored. Due to a lack of food and water, l�vestock owners have been forced to sell
the�r an�mals at pr�ces far below the�r value to people com�ng from other c�t�es.



From the moment the earthquake occurred on, women have tr�ed to protect the�r
ch�ldren, elderly or d�sabled dependents w�thout ensur�ng the�r own safety; they
have been found more often �n ch�ldren's rooms or other people's bedrooms dur�ng
search and rescue and debr�s removal operat�ons.

Women have lost the�r l�ves by wast�ng t�me try�ng to leave the�r homes or secure
themselves �n the�r current locat�on by engag�ng �n act�ons to f�nd the�r
headscarves, sk�rts, jackets, and protect valuable accessor�es �n the�r homes.

S�nce the �nd�v�duals w�th d�fferent ethn�c �dent�t�es and �mm�grants l�v�ng �n the
reg�on do not speak Turk�sh and women who are more �nvolved �n domest�c labor
and care work cannot learn other languages than the�r mother tongue, these
people were unable to commun�cate w�th outs�de �n order to prov�de the�r locat�on
or respond to the calls for help wh�le they were trapped under the rubble. 

The low l�teracy rate among women has caused them to have l�m�ted access to
d�saster-related �nformat�on, and thus they were unable to be �nformed about
protect�ve measures dur�ng the d�saster, wh�ch has led to more loss of l�fe.

Dur�ng post-d�saster cr�s�s s�tuat�ons, women and g�rls can be exposed to human
r�ghts v�olat�ons such as sexual v�olence, explo�tat�on by human traff�ckers, and
psycholog�cal and phys�cal v�olence. Factors such as �nsuff�c�ent l�ght�ng �n
hous�ng areas, fa�lure to take secur�ty measures, tents be�ng erected �n a manner
that �nvades pr�vacy and prox�m�ty to each other, and unsafe tents contr�bute to
these v�olat�ons. Decreased safe areas make women more vulnerable to v�olence
from strangers and lead to more obv�ous cases of domest�c sexual v�olence.

As of March 13, 2023, �t has been determ�ned that the hous�ng problem has not been
resolved and bas�c needs, espec�ally clean dr�nk�ng water, to�lets, and showers, are
not be�ng met �n many reg�ons and part�cularly �n v�llages due to hyg�ene problems
result�ng �n the onset of ep�dem�c d�seases. Desp�te more than a month pass�ng s�nce
the earthquake, the �nab�l�ty to meet even bas�c needs has deepened human r�ghts
v�olat�ons and created new problems. Women and ch�ldren were pr�mar�ly affected by
th�s cr�s�s, and the effects of pre-ex�st�ng gender �nequal�ty have �ncreased.

Neglect and V�olat�ons aga�nst Women
(Hatay, Adıyaman, Maraş, Antep, and Malatya)



Fa�lure to take measures to ensure the safety of women who have protect�on orders
or restra�n�ng orders, who are d�vorced or �n the process of d�vorce, has made them
vulnerable to attacks. The lack of safe spaces has led women to be subjected to
v�olence by the�r former spouses or the �nd�v�duals covered by the restra�n�ng
order.

The �nab�l�ty of women to access menstrual products, clean underwear, and
�ncont�nence pads and the�r need to resort to unhyg�en�c methods to meet these
needs, has led to health problems such as fungal, cyst�c, and ur�nary tract
�nfect�ons. The lack of access to sexual and reproduct�ve health products has led to
the spread of sexually transm�tted d�seases and �ncreased the r�sk of unwanted
pregnanc�es �n the future.

Accord�ng to data from UNFPA (UN Populat�on Fund), there are 226,000 pregnant
women �n the d�saster area, and 25,000 b�rths are expected �n March. Trauma and
stress can make pregnancy d�ff�cult for women, lead�ng to wean�ng �n
breastfeed�ng mothers. The �nab�l�ty of pregnant women to get enough nutr�t�on
and the�r careg�vers' respons�b�l�ty to meet the nutr�t�onal needs of other fam�ly
members further compl�cates the�r pregnancy process and leads to var�ous health
problems.

In cr�s�s s�tuat�ons where food �s scarce, women and g�rls, �nfluenced by preva�l�ng
soc�al norms, reduce the�r consumpt�on and try to meet the nutr�t�onal needs of
men more. Ind�v�duals w�th d�etary d�fferences such as gluten-free, vegetar�an, and
vegan d�ets face d�ff�culty access�ng appropr�ate foods.
People w�th spec�al nutr�t�on needs such as spec�al d�ets, non-gluten d�ets,
vegetar�ans and vegans have d�ff�cult�es to access food su�table to the�r cond�t�on.

The lack of wash�ng and dry�ng mach�nes for clothes �n tents and conta�ner c�t�es
leads women to hand-wash the�r clothes, and the�r respons�b�l�ty for the
cleanl�ness, ma�ntenance, and organ�zat�on of the�r l�v�ng spaces �ncreases the�r
workload.

The respons�b�l�ty of women and g�rls to carry clean water and the long d�stances
they have to travel to reach sources such as founta�ns �ncrease the r�sk of phys�cal
d�ff�cult�es and espec�ally harassment or attack at n�ght.



The lack of suff�c�ent amount mob�le showers, portable to�lets, and clean�ng
mater�als, prevent women �n general and espec�ally those who l�ve out of the tent
c�t�es from meet�ng the�r needs or force them to meet the�r needs outs�de the�r
pr�vate areas.

The absence of d�shwash�ng areas �n tents leads to many areas be�ng used
randomly for th�s purpose. The scarc�ty of waste conta�ners and the accumulat�on
of garbage �n areas close to l�v�ng spaces lead to var�ous hyg�ene problems and the
spread of �nfect�ous d�seases such as scab�es, l�ce, and other d�seases l�ke cholera,
typho�d, and rab�es.

The m�grat�on of the young populat�on, espec�ally �n Pazarcık and Elb�stan, �n
earthquake-str�cken areas has led to a h�gher percentage of the elderly populat�on
compared to other d�str�cts. The �nab�l�ty of elderly �nd�v�duals to take care of
themselves and the�r need for support �n many areas necess�tates the creat�on of
part�cular care areas for them. The �naccess�b�l�ty of to�lets, showers, and meal
d�str�but�on areas �n tent c�t�es and other hous�ng areas for elderly and d�sabled
�nd�v�duals leads to v�olat�ons of the�r r�ghts.

The worry�ng news we hear both �n the f�eld and �n the med�a about the safety of
unaccompan�ed ch�ldren and young women reveal that necessary secur�ty
measures have not been taken, as well as alarm�ng allegat�ons about m�ss�ng
ch�ldren.

Espec�ally when women lose the�r f�rst-degree relat�ves, they exper�ence
psycholog�cal and emot�onal devastat�on, wh�ch deepens the traumas they
exper�ence even �n the mourn�ng process, as they are �n a s�tuat�on where they
prov�de care and postpone the�r own health.

Prevent�ng all forms of gender-based v�olence, espec�ally sexual v�olence, and
ensur�ng that these efforts are the ma�n focus, �nform�ng women and g�rl ch�ldren
on th�s �ssue w�ll prevent these v�olat�ons.

Recommendat�ons:



The lack of access to reproduct�ve health products may lead to unwanted and
h�gh-r�sk pregnanc�es. It �s necessary to ensure access to reproduct�ve and sexual
health products, to enable �nd�v�duals to plan the�r fam�l�es accord�ng to the�r
w�shes and to prevent sexually transm�tted d�seases.

Necess�t�es such as menstrual products, underwear, adult d�apers, baby d�apers,
and formula requ�re regular support.

Because of �ncreased phys�olog�cal and nutr�t�onal needs, pregnant and lactat�ng
women may be more affected by malnutr�t�on. At th�s po�nt, regular support should
be prov�ded to pregnant and lactat�ng women and newborns for the�r nutr�t�on and
other needs.

Des�gn�ng showers and to�lets to respect pr�vacy and meet�ng needs such as soap,
shampoo, and towels w�ll reduce feel�ngs of shame and fear �n women and g�rl
ch�ldren and allow them to use these areas comfortably.

The number of places where clean water needs w�ll be met, such as founta�ns,
should be �ncreased, they should be close to shelter areas, and these areas should
be adequately �llum�nated.

The health r�ght, one of the fundamental human r�ghts, should be prov�ded �n the
mother tongue, gender, and age-related needs should be determ�ned, and health
serv�ce act�v�t�es should be guaranteed. The health status of chron�c pat�ents,
d�sabled, and elderly people should be mon�tored regularly.

The �ncons�stent and unsat�sfactory presentat�on of data on m�ss�ng ch�ldren by
relevant m�n�str�es �ncreases current concerns. Clar�fy�ng the allegat�ons that
ch�ldren stay �n some sects and commun�t�es, �dent�fy�ng the un�dent�f�ed ch�ldren,
and regularly shar�ng the data of m�ss�ng ch�ldren w�th the publ�c and c�v�l soc�ety
w�ll prevent poss�ble cases.

Safe spaces should be prov�ded for women and ch�ldren w�th protect�ve measures
and restra�n�ng orders aga�nst certa�n aggressors. Legal a�d mechan�sms should be
access�ble to everyone. In add�t�on to ensur�ng that emergency shelters, temporary
accommodat�on, and short-term hous�ng are of humane l�v�ng standards, long-
term hous�ng solut�ons should also be developed.



Emergency shelter places, temporary or permanent hous�ng solut�ons need to be
developed �n humane l�v�ng standards, �n add�t�on to long-term hous�ng solut�ons.

Art�st�c, educat�onal, and support�ve workshops should be organ�zed as part of
psychosoc�al support for women and ch�ldren, and safe play areas should be bu�lt
for ch�ldren.

The act�v�t�es of c�v�l soc�ety organ�zat�ons, profess�onal organ�zat�ons, pol�t�cal
part�es, act�v�sts and volunteers who carry out sol�dar�ty act�v�t�es should not be
obstructed.

Access to bas�c serv�ces, secur�ty and better l�v�ng cond�t�ons should be ensured,
and d�gn�f�ed l�v�ng spaces should be constructed w�th the �nvolvement of all
segments of soc�ety.
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